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ECONOMIES  IN  BUILDING 
A  FAEM  EOME 


Using  "buildins"  materials  available  right  on  the  farm  helps  hold  down 


the  cost  of  a  new  home,  says 


In  many  sections 


(Name) 


(Pos  it  ion) 


there  is  plentj''  of  timber  for  home-sawed  boards,  shingles,  and  other  wood  needs, 
field  stone  and  quarried  rock,  and  also  sand  and  gravel  for  mixing  concrete  and 
mortar  or  for  making  walks  and  driveways. 

Home  labor  provided  by  the  owner  and  his  family,  or  exchanged  with 
neighbors  on  the  old-fashioned  "barn-raising"  plan,  saves  more  cash  outlay. 
Many  farmers  and  farm  boys  know  how  to  excavate  a  basement,  mix  concrete,  do 
plain  carpentry,  and  help  install  plumbing  and  heating  pipes  or  electric  wiring. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country,  basements  may  be  omitted  to  save  money. 
A  small  heater  room  on  the  first  floor  is  u«ed  for  central  heating  when  that  is 
necessary.    But  where  foundation  walls  must  be  extended  below  the  frost  line 
anyway,  a  basement  does  not  add  greatly  to  expense  and  has  many  uses. 

It  is  economical  to  locate  the  heating  plant  centrally  because  all  pipes 
and  ducts  to  the  different  rooms  will  then  be  short.    Another  economy  is  to 
build  only  one  chimney,  but  to  put  three  separate  flues  in  it  for  the  kitchen 
range,  the  furnace,  and  the  fireplace  if  there  is  one. 

It  is  sensible  to  delay  finishing  the  bathroom  until  running  water  can 
be  installed.     But  the  plan  should  provide  a  location  for  the  future  bathroom, 
and  pipes  should  be  carried  to  that  point. 

There  is  no  real  need  of  placing  the  stairway  to  the  second  floor  di- 
rectly opposite  the  front  entrance.    This  plan  often  wastes  space  and  is 
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(More) 


inconvenient  for  other  reasons.     Often  a  "better  plan  is  to  place  the  stairway 
out  of  sight  at  the  "back  of  the  house,  or  between  two  room  partitions. 

Money  is  saved  by  planning  room  sizes  so  as  to  use  standard  lengths  of 
lumber  without  cutting,  and  stock  size  mill  material  for  doors,  window  sash, 
wood  trim,  studs,  joists,  and  so  on. 

But  some  of  the  economies  attempted  by  home  builders  are  not  recommended 
by  experienced  architects.     One  mistake  is  to  limit  the  storage  space  too  much. 
Many  people  omit  closets  and  storerooms  at  the  time  of  building  and  find  later 
they  have  no  plsce  to  keep  garments  or  store  food  supplies  for  long  periods. 
Others  make  the  mistake  of  having  clothes  closets  so  shallow  they  will  not  take 
clothes  hangers  on  rods. 

Another  error  is  to  reduce  hall  space  too  much.    The  large  halls  of  old- 
time  houses  were  wasteful  of  floor  area  and  building  materials,  but  smaller 
passagev/ays  from  certain  rooms  are  indispensable.    For  example,  a  passageway 
leading  from  the  rear  entry  to  the  first  floor  washroom  or  bathroom  and  stairs 
diverts  unnecessary  cross-kitchen  travel.    All  bedrooms  should  be  accessible 
without  going  through  other  bedrooms. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  1738-F,  Farm  House  Flans,  has  other  suggestions  for 
building  economies.    This  publication  is  free  from,  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture.    And  the  county  agent  has  in  his  office  a  regional  plan  book 
suited  to  this  section  of  the  country  in  which  there  are  many  good  ideap  for 
farm  buildin.^s . 
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